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Chronicle of the International Conference
“Humanness, Godness, and the Universe
in Dostoevsky’s Work” (Athens, 16-18 October 2025)

From 16 to 18 October, 2025, the first Greek International Conference dedicat-
ed to F. M. Dostoevsky took place at the University of Athens under the title
“Humanness, Godness, and the Universe in Dostoevsky’s Work” (In Greek: O
AvSpwrog, 0 Ocds xar 0 Kbouos aro épyo tov @. Nrooroyiépos). The symposium
was organized by Zorka Sljivanéanin,‘ Markos Galounis* and Christina Karake-
peli in close collaboration with Stefano Aloe, professor at the University of Ve-
rona and current president of the International Dostoevsky Society (IDS).

The theme of the conference stirred interest and drew participation from al-
most all regions of the world: Hungary, Italy, Spain, France, Turkey, The Unit-
ed States, The Russian Federation, the People’s Republic of China, Japan, Cy-
prus and, of course, Greece.

Organized in work sessions (presentations) together with film screenings
and cultural activities, the symposium began on Thursday, October 16 with
a brief presentation by the organizers, followed by the first panel. This ses-
sion (“Reading Dostoevsky Philosophically: Reception Issues and Interpreta-

I Sljivanéanin, a professor at the University of Cyprus is the author of “Dostoevsky in Greece.
A Brief History of Reception (1877-1929)", Dostoevsky Studies, 27, 2024, pp. 145-158.

2 This Athens-based philologist and philosopher has published (together with Zorka SI-
jivan¢anin) “Books on Dostoevsky in Greece: An Overview”, Dostoevsky Studies, 27, 2024,
pp- 181-202, as well as “On the Sources of Nihilism in Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punish-
ment”, Journal of Russian Literature and Culture, vol. 11, N® 16, 2020, pp. 237-257. He is also
known for his papers on “The Aesthetics of Dostoevsky’s Idioz in Tarkovsky’s Sacrifice”, pre-
sented at the XIV Symposium of the International Dostoevsky Society “Dostoevsky Philo-
sophical Mind, Writer’s Eye”, held in Naples between 13-20 June, 2010; on “Political Nihil-
ism in Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment’, presented at the XV International Dostoevsky
Symposium, “Dostoevsky and Journalism”, held in Moscow between 8-14 July, 2013; and
on secularism in The Idiot, presented at the Conference Dostoevsky Anthropology. Man as
a problem and object of representation in Dostoyevsky’s world, which took place in Sofia be-
tween 23-26 October, 2018.

3 See her publication “Ares Alexandrou: The Balancing Act of Translating Dostoevsky into
Greek”, Dostoevsky Studies, 27, 2024, pp. 159-179.
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tive Debates”) dealt with topics as diverse as the application of Artificial Intel-
ligence to understanding Dostoevsky’s work (Carol Apollonio); whether the
Russian writer can be described as a philosopher and theologian (Jordi Moril-
las); or the reception and interpretation of Dostoevsky in Greece at the begin-
ning of the 20th century (Zorka Sljivan¢anin).

After a propitious break of about 15 minutes, the morning continued with
speakers addressing philosophical and theological issues in Dostoevsky’s work
(“Approaching the Dostoevskian Philosophical Concept”); especially note-
worthy here was Markos Galounis’s presentation on the kenosis of Christ in
The Idiot.

The theme for the afternoon session was “Exploring the World of Dosto-
evsky’s Characters,” including a presentation from Northwestern Universi-
ty professor Susan McReynolds, “Dostoevsky’s Scapegoats” The first day fin-
ished with the screening of the short film Zhe Yellow Ticker (2025) by Piotr
Toczyriski, as well as the classic Nastazja (1994) by Andrzej Wajda.

The second day (October 17) was fully dedicated to the main theme of the
conference, namely “Humanness, Godness and the Universe in Dostoevsky’s
Work”, focusing first on The Brothers Karamazov and then on the other novels.
Topics ranged widely, particularly in the second session, from the writer’s reli-
gious biography (Sabri Giirses) to a linguistic analysis of The Adolescent (Nata-
lia Bulgakova-Fréval) to an interesting reflection on the concept of beauty from
an economic point of view in Zhe Idior (Shingo Shimizu).

The first afternoon session was equally extensive in terms of topics discussed
(“Comparative Perspectives on Dostoevsky’s Creative Thought”). The second
session again focused on philosophical issues both in Dostoevsky’s work and,
above all, in Asian thought, with presentations from Chinese and Japanese col-
leagues (“Cross-Cultural Dialogues in Philosophy and Literature: From Dos-
toevsky to East Asian thought”).

The third and final day (October 18) had a distinctly national flavour, as all
presentations were made in Greek (“Humanness, Divinity and the Universe in
Greek Scholarship”). However, it should be noted that the organizers polite-
ly attenuated the language barrier by sending English abstracts of the papers
presented. Here are some of the titles: “God, World and Man to Poor Folk by
F. Dostoevsky”, “The Theologian Listens to Non-Theologians Who Read Dos-
toevsky”, “Crime as an Act of Ontological Transcendence and Self-Deification
(isotheia). The Case of Raskolnikov”, “The Anthropology of Dostoevsky in the
Age of Transhumanism”, and “Love and Beauty in Dostoevsky”.

The day ended with an organized visit to both the Acropolis and its Mu-
seum. Despite understandable fatigue, the visit stirred great interest and pro-
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voked more than a few discussions that continued into the next day. On
Sunday, October 19, an excursion to the city of Delphi took place, though, un-
fortunately, only a few were present. On the journey from Athens to Delphi,
however, the guide wanted to clarify certain questions that had been left open
the previous day, such as, for example, the story of the sacking of the Parthenon
by the Englishman Lord Elgin and the refusal of the British Museum to return
everything to Greece that had been plundered.

Despite the bad aftertaste left by the outrageous behaviour of the English,
the visit to the temple of Apollo and the adjacent Museum was an unforget-
table experience, especially considering the fog and cold that accompanied us,
which lent an even more mysterious and disturbing aspect to the home of the
Pythia. The day culminated in lunch at a typical Greek restaurant, closing a se-
ries of meals that had begun with dinner on Friday night.

In this way, with this combination of academic work, cultural visits and
communal meals, all the participants of this first Greek International Confer-
ence on Dostoevsky, held in the beautiful city of Athens, left with an excellent
impression, as evidenced by the fact that the vast majority promised to return
soon to a place that, despite the millennia, continues to be #be focus of Culture.
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